
 
 

Work of the Visual Arts Committee 
 
1. Officers of the committee will lead the work and the discussions, namely:  

 CHAIR: It is the duty of the Chair to lead and inspire members by chairing the committees effectively, 
representing the opinions of the committee on the Executive Committee.  

 SECRETARY: The main function of the Secretary is to take accurate and orderly minutes in polished 
Welsh, and to send a copy to the Organiser by e-mail within 3 days of a meeting. 

 
The Chair will become a member of the Eisteddfod’s Executive Committee, and the Secretary will be requested to 
attend in his/her absence. As well as this, the 2 officers will become members of the Art Central Panel over the 
Eisteddfod period.  
 
2. Standing Orders – before doing anything else, they need to be read and officially accepted as a committee.  
 
3. The Visual Arts Officer 

The committee operates in consultation with the Visual Arts Officer. He/she is the link between the committee, 
the Panel and the Eisteddfod’s operational mechanism. He/she also has other duties, most especially to administer 
the staging of the exhibition and other activities annually, to promote and develop the visual arts in the Eisteddfod, 
and to work with other bodies in the field on behalf of the Eisteddfod. 
 

4. Selectors of the Open Exhibition 
Three experts will be invited to undertake the task and a list of names need to be suggested, giving consideration 
to the following points: 
 

• members of past selection panels 
• the nature and diversity of the selectors  
• reflecting a wide range of disciplines  
• one selector from outside Wales  
• one selector who can speak Welsh 
 

The above work is to be completed during the first meetings so as to enable submission to the Central Panel at a 
joint meeting on 25 January 2020. The final submission will be made to the Eisteddfod’s Cultural Committee in 
March 2020.   
 
WE WILL NOT CONTACT THE SELECTORS UNTIL THEY HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE CULTURAL COMMITTEE.  
 

5. Architecture section Selectors 
Two experts will be invited to adjudicate the awards in this section and also to select the Architecture Exhibition. 
In addition, an expert will be invited to join a 2019 selector to adjudicate the Architecture Scholarship. (We operate 
jointly with the Royal Society of Architects in Wales and the Wales Design Commission)   

 
6. Special Exhibition 

Consideration will need to be given to holding an exhibition that reflects the visual culture of the catchment area 
or which is relevant to the culture of the area. This may follow a specific theme or relevant medium, the work of 
a specific artist or a group of practitioners, in any medium. Consideration may be given to bridging between 
different forms of art. But the exhibition should in general accord with the Eisteddfod’s objectives, and aim for the 
best possible standard. 

 
7. Prizes and Sponsorship 

The committee will need to encourage people to suggest the names of organisations to provide prizes or 
sponsorship. All offers of prizes MUST be referred to the Head of Community Action, Alwyn Roberts (See contact 
details below) noting the sum offered. The Officer or the Eisteddfod will then contact the person or organisation 
in question to discuss the possibilities. The financial value of any prize may be earmarked against a specific area’s 
target if the donor so wishes.   



 
 
8. The Awards Ceremony and Official Opening 

The Awards Ceremony will be arranged by the Organiser / Artistic Head and the Officer. 
An appropriate person should be nominated to lead the Official Opening of Y Lle Celf on the first Saturday together 
with the ceremony to announce the winner of the Josef Herman Prize – The People’s Choice, on the last Saturday. 
There will be a need to welcome the main winners of Y Lle Celf on the first Saturday; to guide them around the 
exhibitions; to accompany them to the Main Pavilion for the Awards Ceremony and to look after them until the 
Official Opening of Y Lle Celf. 
It would also be a good thing if members of the committee could be available to welcome and guide during the 
Official Opening and during Eisteddfod week. 
 

9. Stewards 
In the main, it will be the committee’s responsibility to recruit stewards to look after the artwork and to safeguard 
the public. Having local stewards operating in Y Lle Celf is crucial to the success of the week. Ideally, it is having 
local people volunteering for Y Lle Celf only that works best and they should be available to receive training during 
the weeks before the Festival.   Every effort should be made to collect the names of those interested in the visual 
arts and who are able to convey this to the public. As part of the training, explanatory notes should be provided 
regarding the artwork, information about the selectors, the prices of the works that are for sale and information 
regarding the Collection Scheme. 
 

10. Activities prior to the Eisteddfod 
Consideration may be given to methods of raising awareness of the Visual Arts, or the Eisteddfod in general. For 
example, workshops offer the opportunity to share creative experiences with artists in all mediums during the 
period leading up to the Eisteddfod and during the Eisteddfod itself. Workshops may be a linked series or individual 
activities. Specific activities by artists from different disciplines can be arranged, with the emphasis on visual 
creation. Consideration may be given to matching this up with themes and other activities. 

 
11. Activities during the Eisteddfod 

Consideration should be given to inviting speakers to discuss various aspects of visual culture, ideally to match 
other activities.  In consultation with the Officer, consideration may also be given to activities, ‘events’, 
installations and other interventions on the Eisteddfod field.  
The committee may consider a new and innovative direction or return to other patterns if they so wish, but this is 
expected to take place in co-operation with the Panel and the Officer, in order to ensure that it is in accordance 
with the Eisteddfod’s long-term intentions and objectives. 
 

12. Legacy  
Discussions may also be held on ways of leaving a legacy in terms of the possible networks and community 
events in order to continue to engage in future.   

 

                         
 
Robyn Tomos – Visual Arts Officer: robyn@eisteddfod.org.uk  
Eisteddfod Office, 40 Parc Tŷ Glas, Llanisien, Cardiff, CF14 5DU  07787 550017 / 029 2074 1709 
 
Elen Huws Elis - Organiser and Artistic Head: elen@eisteddfod.org.uk (competitions and provision on the Field)  
 
Alwyn Roberts - Head of Community Action: alwyn@eisteddfod.org.uk (prizes) 
Eisteddfod Office, Unit 15, Mold Business Park, Mold, Flintshire, CH7 1XP / 0845 409 0400 
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